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To  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  iVlembers  ot  the 
Rhymney  Urban  District  Council. 

(ientlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  tlie  vital  statistics  and  sanitnry 
conditions  of  your  District  for  the  ye:ir  1940.  This  has  been  drawn  upon  the 
lines  indicated  in  Circular  2067  (Wales)  issued  by  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health,  and  owing  to  the  War  it  is  an  interim  report. 


STATISTICS,  ETC. 

Area  of  the  district  in  Acres 
Population  at  Census,  1921 
Population  at  Census,  1931 
Official  Evacuees  (approx.) 


2,648 
1 1,690 
10,506 
900 


(A)  Population  supplied  by  the  Registral  General  for  the  year  1940 

for  calculation  of  Birth  Kate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(B)  Population  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  year  1940 

for  calculation  of  Death  Rate  or  Incidence  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  ...  ...  .••  ..•  •••  •••  9>^"5 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1940)  according  to  Rate  Books  2,315 

Rateable  Value — ist  October,  1940  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;^26,7ii 

31st  December,  1940  ...  ...  ...  ;^26,66i 


Sum  represented  by  id.  Rate  for  year  ended  31st  March,  1940  ^94  17s.  2d. 


HOSTEL.  There  was  opened  during  June,  1940,  for  the  accommod- 
ation of  evacuee  children  suffering  from  scabies  and  pediculosis.  On  some 
occasions  it  has  also  been  used  to  accommodate  bed  wetters. 


LIVE 

BIRTHS 

(B.K.)  for 

calculating  Birth  Rate. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Birth-rate  per  i. 

000  of  the 

Legitimate 

162 

87 

75 

Population 

...  I7-5- 

Illegitimate  .. 

7 

i 

6 

LIVE 

BIRTHS 

(I.M.  etc.)  for  calculating  Infant  and 

Maternal 

mortalities. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

...  167 

93 

74 

Illegitimate 

7 

I 

6 

• 

STILL 

BIRTHS. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  live 

All  legitimate 

17 

1 1 

6 

(I.M.  etc.) 

and  still 

births 

80.9. 
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Tlie  Still  Birth  Rate  per  i,ooo  of  the  population  is  1.77  ; for  England 
and  Wales  0.55  ; and  for  Monmouthshire  0.90. 


DEATHS. 

Total  Males  Females 
132  76  56 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  Population  ...  13.7 


Number  of  women  dying 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 


in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  — 

Rale  per  1,000  total  live  and 
Deaths  still  births  (I.M.  etc.) 

Nil  ...  Nil 

I ...  5-2. 


Total 


5-2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  53,2 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  51.7 

There  were  9 deaths  under  one  year  (all  legitimate). 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  i 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Particulars  of  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year — None. 
STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  ETC. 


Death  Rate 
(All  Causes) 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  Total 
Population 

'Potal  Deaths 
under  i year 
(Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births) 

England  & Wales  ... 

^4  3 

14.6 

550 

Monmouthshire 

13-4 

16.5 

67,7 

Rhymney 

13.7 

*7-5 

517 

HOSPITALS  (Infectious  Disease)  Arrangements  are  made  with  other 
Local  Authorities  to  remove  cases  of  infectious  diseases  to  their  Isolation 
Hospitals  when  I consider  it  necessary.  For  evacuees,  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  No  provision  by  District  Council.  All  Tuber- 
culosis Cases  are  known  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  King  Edward  VII. 
Memorial,  who  hold  a Clinic  in  the  centre  of  the  district  once  a month  at 
the  Central  Surgery,  Rhymney. 

All  appropriate  cases  are  offered  and  urged  to  go  to  the  Hospitals  and 
Sanatoria  provided  by  the  Memorial. 

MATERNITY.  No  provision  by  District  Council.  All  expectant 
mothers  are  urged  to  attend  the  ante-natal  clinic  of  the  Monmouthshire 
County  Council  at  the  Urdd  Hall  at  Rhymney.  Cases  of  probable  or  possible 
complications  are  sent  to  Cardiff  for  further  consultation,  and,  if  necessary, 
admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home  connected  with  Cardiff  Infirmary  at  Glossop 
Terrace. 

Any  unexpected  emergency,  unfit  for  removal  i to  Cardiff,  is  dealt 
with  at  the  Rhymney  Hospital. 

Some  cases  at  their  own  request,  or  for  minor  complications,  are 
admitted  to  the  Tredegar  Maternity  Home. 

CHILDREN.  No  provision  by  the  Council.  Surgical  cases  go  to  the 
Cottage  Hospitals  of  Rhymney  and  Abertysswg. 

Oithopmdic  cases,  through  the  County  Council,  go  to  their  clinics,  at 
places  and  times  arranged  by  them. 

A Rheumatic  Clinic  (post  rheumatic  hearts)  has  been  provided  by  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council. 


INCURABLES  (Inoperative  Malignant  Disease).  The  onlyprovision 
is  the  Poor  Law  Hospital  at  Tredegar.  The  need  for  further  provision  is 
constantly  being  felt  for  these  cases. 

UNMARRIED  MOTHERS.  Illegitimate  Children  and  Homeless 
Children.  The  Infirmary  at  Tredegar  and  the  Childien’s  Homes  at  Tredegar 
and  Rhymney  is  the  only  provision  for  this  district. 

OTHER.  Poor  Law  cases  needing  Hospital  Treatment  are  sent  to  the 
Infirmary  at  Tredegar  (four  miles). 

The  Rhymney  Cottage  Hospital  and  the  Abertysswg  Cottage  Hospital 
owned  by  the  Workmen  of  the  district,  admit  surgical  cases,  i.e.,  accidents 
and  surgical  diseases  of  the  workmen  and  their  dependents. 


Medical  and  Surgical  cases  are  also  sent  to  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Cardiff,  and  the  Gwent  Hospital,  Newport. 

Convalescent  cases  amongst  colliery  workmen  go  to  Talygarn  Miners’ 
Welfare  Home,  also  Porthcawl  Rest. 
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A few  women  go  to  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Sontlierclown,  There 
is  very  little  provision  tor  convalescent  women  (one  small  home  for  a large 
area). 


There  is  no  provision  for  convalescence  for  children. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  conditions  remain  the  same  as  at  the  end 
of  last  year,  the  supply  is  ample  and  of  good  qnality.  Samples  are  taken  by 
the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board. 

Source  A.  Gathering  Ground  at  Blaen  Rhymney  ; this  empties  into 
(i)  Old  Reservoir,  9,000,000  gallons  ; (2)  New  Reservoir,  46,000,000  gallons, 
the  property  of  the  Rhymney  Valley  Water  Board. 

Source  B.  From  the  Taff  Fechan  Reservoir,  the  property  of  the  Taff 
Fechan  Supply  Board.  Capacity.  350,000,000  gallons. 

The  Taff  Fechan  Reservoir  of  the  I'aff  Fechan  Supply  Board  was 
formally  opened  in  July,  1927,  and  on  the  ist  April,  1928,  the  Board  assumed 
complete  responsibility  for  the  water  undertaking. 

Springs  (Outlying  farm  houses  and  cottages  only).  On  the  whole  these 
have  been  fairly  successful  throughout  the  year. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  With  the 
exception  of  minor  improvements  and  the  clearing  of  blockages,  the  Sewers 
have,  on  the  whole,  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  With  th  e exception  of  outlying 
houses  and  isolated  farm  houses,  the  whole  distiict  is  served  by  the  water 
carriage  system.  A scheme  was  prepared  during  1939  for  the  laying  of  a 
sewer  at  Princetown  and  Rhymney  Bridge  (60  houses)  and  for  the  conversion 
of  the  privies  and  pail  closets  to  water-closets,  but  owing  to  the  outbreak  of 
War  an  enquiry  arranged  by  the  Ministry  had  to  be  abandoned. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.  Sanitary 
Conveniences  have  been  provided  in  all  cases  where  necessary,  Attetition  has 
also  been  drawn  to  Section  10  (1)  (b),  temperature. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  One  house  (No  Council  house) 
found  to  be  infested,  and  the  whole  premises  treated. 

The  methods  adopted  are — 

(1)  Sulphur  or  Patent  Block  Disinfesfators  and  then  spraying  with 

insecticide. 

(2)  Removal  of  skirting  boards,  etc.,  and  using  a blow-lamp. 


5 


The  \vork  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 
Insecticides  are  also  given  (free)  to  tenants. 

The  under  mentioned  inseeticides  and  fumigants  are  used  : Zaldecide, 
Pyagra,  Cromessol  (Solution  B),  Cimex. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


to8  Intimation  letters  and  20  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 


(>) 

{-) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
(9) 

(to) 

(f) 

(12) 

(•3) 

04) 

(>5) 

(:6) 

(>7) 

(18) 

(19) 

(20) 

(21) 

(22) 

(23) 

(24) 

(25) 

(26) 

(27) 

(28) 

(29) 

(30) 

(3>) 

(32) 

(33) 


NUISANCES  DETECTED. 


Total 


Dilapidated,  Defective  and  Choked  W.C.  Drains 
Insufficient  W.C.  and  Privy  Accommodation 
To  open  and  repair  slop  drains 
To  drain,  flush  and  cleanse  urinals 
To  provide  or  repair  cisterns  in  W.C.’s  ... 

To  pave  and  repair  backyards 

To  remove  foul  accumulations 

To  cleanse  cesspools 

To  cleanse  dwelling  houses  and  bedding 

To  provide  and  repair  rain  water  troughing,  etc. 

To  repair  drain  vent  or  soil  pipes 

To  limewash  pig  or  chicken  cots 

To  prevent  overcowding 

To  prevent  pollution  of  streams  or  rivers 

To  repair  defective  house  roofs  causing  dampness 

To  provide  sinks  in  houses  ... 

To  provide  or  repair  coal  places 
To  cleanse  water  courses 
To  repair  W.C.  walls,  roofs,  doors  and  floors 
To  provide  new  W.C.  pans  ... 

To  provide  new  ovens 
To  repair  privies  or  provide  new  pails 
To  provide  or  repair  pantries 
To  repair  fireplaces 

To  repair  or  take  down  dangerous  chimney  stacks 
rebuild 

To  replaster  walls 

To  rebuild  boundary  walls  ... 

To  repair  house  floors 

To  repair  broken  ceilings 

To  provide  slop  drains 

Defective  condition  of  main  walls 

Defective  condition  of  house  doors  or  windows 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ... 


• • • 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 


and 


13 

2 

8 

2 

4 

8 

4 

o 

2 

25 

o 

o 

o 

o 

31 

0 
2 

1 

13 

6 

6 

1 
1 1 

15 

7 

13 

8 
20 

8 
o 
1 1 
56 
23 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919.  Baits  were  laid 
at  various  places  throughout  the  year.  “Rat  Week”  was  held  during  Novem- 
ber and  baits  were  laid  over  a period  of  four  weeks  at  the  Council’s  Refuse 
Tips  and  in  the  Sewers,  with  good  results.  Posters  were  exhibited  in  the 
Town,  and  baits  issued  to  various  people  for  use  at  their  respective  premises. 
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HOUSING. 


HOUSING  AND  OVERCROWDING.  What  has  been  said  in  previ- 
ous Annual  Reports  to  show  the  necessity  for  more  houses  of  a suitable  t^'pe, 
is  true  to-day. 

UNFIT  HOUSES.  A large  amount  of  work  has  been  accomplished  in 
the  way  of  repairing  houses,  but  there  are  still  a number  of  unlit  houses 
in  the  district  that  should  be  closed.  Minor  repairs  are  being  carried  out 
from  time  to  time. 

During  the  year  1939  “Housing”  matters  were  discussed  from  time  to 
time,  and  it  had  been  hoped  that  it  would  have  been  possible  to  emliark  on 
the  first  instalment  of  slum  clearance,  but  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  the 
matter  has  had  to  be  postponed. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

During  the  year  no  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  ex- 
amination. The  two  licensed  slaughter  houses  were  not  in  use  during  the  year, 
as  all  livestock  are  now  killed  at  Government  Slaughterhouses. 

MEAT  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR.  46-lbs.  Bacon; 
14-lbs.  Liver  . 

NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS  KILLED  by  Cottagers,  etc.,  dining  the 
year.  Sheep,  i ; Pigs,  27. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  MEAT  REGULATIONS,  1924.  These  Regula- 
tions have  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner  on  the  whole. 

SHOPS,  STORES.  There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  as  to  the 
protection  of  the  meat  from  contamination  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
premises. 

FISH  FRYING  AND  CHIP  POTATO  SHOPS  AND  ICE  CREAM 
SHOPS,  ETC.  Attention  was  given  to  all  the  appliances  used  in  connection 
with  these  trades  respecting  cleanliness,  etc.  Ice  Cream  Vendors  were  regis- 
tered by  the  Council  during  the  year  1939. 

BAKEHOUSES.  Limewashing  and  general  cleanliness  receives 
attention. 

OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED.  Tinned  Goods  (Tins)  no  ; i Bottle 
Fruit  ; ii  Jars  Cream. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


1940 — 213  Cases  (Scarlet  Fever,  12;  Diphtheria,  3;  Tuberculosis,  16; 
Erysipelas,  5 ; Pyrexia,  2 ; Opthalmia  Neonatorum,  2 ; Poliomyelitis, 
I ; Whooping  Cough,  10  ; Measles,  162). 

^939 — 5^  Cases  (Scarlet  Fever,  12  ; Diphtheria,  19  ; Tuberculosis,  12  ; 

Erysipelas,  7 ; Pyrexia,  5). 

1938 — 61  Cases  (Scarlet  Fever,  23  ; Diphtheria,  8 ; Tuberculosis,  18  ; 

Erysipelas,  8). 

1937 — Cases  (Scarlet  Fever.  15;  Diphtheria,  ii  ; Tuberculosis,  14; 

Erysipelas,  11  ; Pneumonia,  8). 


Excluding  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles,  the  total  number  of  cases  notified 
were  42. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  CASES 

Upper  Ward 
Middle  Ward 
Lower  Ward 
Abertysswg  Ward 


NOTIFIED  IN  EACH  WARD. 

...  48  cases. 

...  63  cases. 

...  ici  cases. 

...  I case. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

During  the  Year  1940. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 2 

4 

Nil 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(including  Paratyphoid) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

I 

Nil 

Pneumonia  (Bronch.) 

Other  diseases  generally  notifi- 
able (specify  disease) 

Nil 

$ 

Nil 

10 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

I 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

Nil 

2 

Measles  ... 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 

162 

Nil 

2 

(specify  disease) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision  Un- 
impaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In  Hos- 
pital. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

I 

I 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  each  house  and  instructs  how  to  carry 
out  isolation  there  ; in  most  cases  from  the  number  of  occupants  and  the 
ty};e  of  house  this  is  difficult  or  impossible. 


Small  Pox — No  case.  Erysipelas — 5 cases  (7  cases  in  1939).  No  deaths. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system,  6 ; death  rate 
per  1,000  living,  .62  ; deaths  from  other  forms  of  d'ubercular  Diseases,  2 ; 
death  rate  per  1,000  living,  .207  ; death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
.83.  Last  year  the  death  rate  from  Pulmonary  i'uberculosis  was  .43  ; from 
other  Tubercular  Diseases,  .107  ; and  from  all  forms  of  'i'uberculosis,  .53. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1940. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
notified  cases  and  of  the  deaths  : — 


NEW  CASES— 
(4  Evacuees) 

16 

DEATHS— 8 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

10 

(2  Evacuees) 

Non- 

Respiratory 

6 

(2  Evacuees) 

Respiratory 

6 

Non- 

Respiratory 

2 

5 M- 

5 F- 

4 M. 

2 F. 

3M. 

3F. 

1 M. 

I F. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

■ 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

I 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

25 

4 

I 

— 

— 

1 

I 

— 

— 

35 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

55 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

65 

and  upwards 

Totals 

5 

5 

4 

2 

3 

3 

I 

I 
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There  were  6 deaths  from  Respiratory  'ruberculosis,  and  2 
from  the  non -pulmonary  type. 


deaths 


One  case  of  respiratory  and  one  case  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  not  notified,  and  an  explanation  was  asked  for  and  received  from  the 
medical  attendant  in  each  case. 


The  ratio  of  noii-notified  cases  being  2 : 8. 

Patients  from  the  district  are  admitted  to  the  following  Institutions  : 

(1)  Gian  Ely  Hospital,  near  Cardiff. 

(2)  North  Wales  Sanatorium,  Denbigh. 

(3)  Celn  Mabley  Hospital,  near  Cardiff. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations,  which  are  framed 
with  the  view  of  preventing  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  occupying 
themselves  in  the  milk  trade. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 

Section  172  This  Section  which  enforces  the  compulsory  removal  of 
a patient  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  in  an  infectious  state  to  Hospital 
when  there  is  no  proper  accommodation  at  the  house,  was  not  made  use  of. 

A sufficient  number  of  suitable  new  and  better  houses  in  place  of  many 
of  the  old  ones  would  provide  more  light  and  healthier  surroundings  with 
less  overcrowding. 

This  provision  should  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  cases  of  tubercul- 
osis occuring  in  the  district  every  year. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  case. 

Pneumonia  (Influenzal  and  others).  No  case  notified.  The  heavy  rain- 
fall (and  high  altitude,  900  feet)  during  the  winter  months  has  some  influence 
on'the  number  of  these  cases.  10  deaths. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  No  case  notfiied. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Two  cases,  which  recovered. 

Malaria  and  Dysentery.  No  case. 

Influenza.  5 deaths. 

Disinfection.  In  every  case  of  Infection  Disease  the  house  is  visited 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  immediately  after  notification,  and  frequently 
during  the  illness  nntil  disinfection  is  carried  out. 

There  is  no  steam  disinfector  in  the  district  and  no  facilities  for  dealing 
with  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  continued  and 
willing  support  of  the  Council  throughout  the  year,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
valuable  services  rendered  the  Department  by  Mr.  Davies,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  Miss  Jones,  Clerk. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R,  V.  de  ACTON  REDWOOD,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  etc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1940. 
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